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Good Morning.  And, thank you for the opportunity to be with you today.  

We approach this hearing with grave reservations about the ability of the nation’s transportation system to meet the demands of a complex, growing and globally connected society.  

We appreciate that you share this concern and are dedicating yourselves to the service of our nation.

For the purpose of this morning’s hearing, we believe we do not need to re-emphasize the crisis we will be facing if we don’t renew our vision for the nation’s transportation infrastructure.

In your consultations, you have no doubt heard endless testimony about what the Commission should do. Rather than take that approach, we will instead focus on three things we believe you should diligently avoid.

First, avoid the temptation of “solving” the funding problem without first understanding what it is we need to fund.

To do so, we must look further than the next four or five years. We need to understand how our country will change over the next two or three decades and what it will need from its transportation system. 
There are important questions that need to be addressed. Here are just a few:
· How will demographic shifts and the distribution of the population affect transportation? 

· What effect is globalization having on where goods are manufactured and how they journey from there to each of us? 

· How will changing fuel sources affect our transportation systems?  
· How can we ensure that safety is a central factor in all transportation system planning?

· How do we meet the needs of travel and tourism, a dynamic and growing economic engine in this country?

Second, when you do resolve the more tactical issue of “how to fund”, don’t underestimate the growing perception that some interests wish to “reverse mortgage” our roadways. 
Whether the advocates for innovative funding realize it or not, by leaping over the question of needs and immediately embracing tolling, pricing and public-private partnerships (in particular the long-term lease of existing roads) they have prompted concerns about an “agenda” that may not serve the public’s interest.
Let me be clear…AAA does not categorically oppose any of these funding options, including the concept of public-private partnerships.  But they are not appropriate for all roads, or in all situations.  And AAA will be probing issues such as:

· Has the state thought through the implications of roads within a region being under different ownership with divergent interests?

· How will concession agreements ensure that the roads are operated and maintained to at least the current level of safety and reliability?

· How will future tolls be set?

AAA has gone on record with Secretary Peters expressing our concerns and we have publicly urged the DOT, governors, and state and local elected officials to put the public interest first as these funding discussions proceed.  We will remain actively involved in these debates.
Third, don’t expect the user community to sit on the sidelines while these issues are debated.  The Commission can write a report for Congress, but one shouldn’t expect the users -- or those we elect -- to embrace conclusions that have been evolved without meaningful input from the user community. 

What ever the conclusion, it will need to be explained to a dubious public. That alone will be challenging. Under the circumstances, it strikes me as strange that the Administration – and I refer not to the members of the Commission -- has not been more inclusive of those who travel the roads and pay the bills.

Which leads me to invite you to reflect on AAA’s “Motorists’ Bill of Rights”. AAA’s ten principles outline a series of core values that should be reflected in a new transportation vision.  They get to the heart of what “transportation customers” should expect from a program that will inevitably require them to pay more.  

We all know the motorist will fund the lion’s share of whatever transportation infrastructure the nation needs. Fine; we’re not asking for a free ride.  Fundamentally, what we are advocating is that the users be assured a return on investment that includes increased safety, greater reliability, and reduced congestion. 

Let us never forget that, in the end, users will have the last word by the choices they make, whether at the ballot box or how they decide to travel.  

AAA recognizes that the federal transportation program of the past half-century will not suffice in the future.  We are prepared to fully consider, on behalf of motorists, every structural and financing proposal put on the table. 
However, there can be no short cuts here. Funding proposals must be put in the context of a larger vision and purpose for the national program. If that has happened, it has escaped many of us.  

All of us who care about our nation’s transportation system realize that we have to mobilize public interest. Doing so will garner support (in both living rooms and legislatures) for the increased investment that will inevitably be required.  

AAA has begun this process through town hall meetings conducted by regional AAA clubs, articles in our AAA publications, and advocacy on P3-type projects on behalf of motorists.
In conclusion, the work you are doing will have a profound effect on America. 
Our forefathers came here in search of freedom of expression.  Having traveled a considerable distance and discovered a vast land, they came to appreciate the importance of another important freedom – their mobility.  As a result, they built and bequeathed to us the greatest transportation infrastructure known to man. 

As a nation, we are no doubt clear on the importance of safeguarding our freedom of speech.   As stakeholders in transportation, are we equally eloquent – and effective – in protecting our freedom of mobility?  

I don’t know that we are… but I know we can be. 

We appreciate the leadership the Commission will demonstrate in this regard.
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